
Le	ciel	de	novembre	2019	
	

• Passage	à	l’heure	normale	la	nuit	du	2	au	3	novembre.	
• Transit	de	Mercure	le	11	novembre	(photos).	Le	prochain	sera	en	2032	
(visible	de	Montréal:	7	mai	2049).	

• Pleine	lune	le	12	novembre,	nouvelle	lune	le	26.		
• Vénus	et	Jupiter	visibles	immédiatement	au	crépuscule	après	le	coucher	
du	 Soleil	 au	 sud-ouest.	 Jupiter	 est	 à	 10	degrés	 au	dessus	de	 l’horizon.	
Magnitudes	-3.9	pour	Vénus	et	-1.9	pour	Jupiter.	Vénus	se	rapprochera	
de	 Jupiter	 au	 fil	 des	 jours	 et	 la	 séparation	 angulaire	 entre	 les	 deux	
planètes	 atteindra	 2	 degrés	 le	 22	 novembre.	 Ensuite,	 Vénus	 aura	 une	
élévation	 supérieure	 à	 celle	 de	 Jupiter.	 A	 la	 fin	 du	 mois,	 Venus	 se	
couchera	1h45	après	le	Soleil	et	Jupiter	1h20.	Proximité	de	la	Lune	le	28	
novembre.	 Voir	 exemple	 d’observation	 faite	 le	 16	 novembre	 et	 le	 ciel	
des	22,	28	et	29	novembre.	

• Saturne	suit	 Jupiter	et	se	couchera	2h40	après	cette	dernière	 la	 fin	du	
mois.	Magnitude	de	0.6.	Proximité	de	la	Lune	les	1,	2	et	29	novembre.	 

• Mars	 se	 lèvera	 2.5 heures	 avant	 le	 Soleil	 vers	 l’est	 à	 la	 fin	 du	 mois.	
Magnitude	1.8. 



• Toujours	surveiller	la	position	des	étoiles	brillantes	(par	exemple	Sirius,	
Capella	et	Arcturus)	lors	de	la	vérification	des	observations. 

• Léonides	la	nuit	du	16	au	17.	
• Migration	d’oiseaux	terminée.	

	



	
Transit	 de	 Mercure	 pris	 le	 11	 novembre	 vers	 11h30.	 Objectif	 Canon	 avec	 filtre	 solaire	 et	
tripleur	de	focale	(equivalent	900	mm).	



	
Image	de	référence	montrant	la	position	de	Mercure	vers	11h30.	

	



	
Reconstitution	du	ciel	le	16	novembre	à	17h15.	Observation	faite	à	partir	du	
Mont	St-Bruno.	



	
Le	ciel	les	22,	28	et	29	novembre.	
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tq These scenes are drawn for near the middle of North America (latitude 40° north, longitude 90° 
west); European observers should move each Moon symbol a quarter of the way toward the one 
for the previous date. In the Far East, move the Moon halfway. The blue 10° scale bar is about the 
width of your fi st at arm’s length. For clarity, the Moon is shown three times its actual apparent size.

November 28th — about one hour 
before it happens to reach aphelion.

On the fi nal evening of November, 
the gap between Venus and Jupiter to 
its lower right is around 6½°. Venus 
sets some 105 minutes after the Sun, 
and Jupiter only about 80 minutes after 
the Sun. Early that evening a telescope 
shows 3rd-magnitude Kaus Borealis less 
than 1° from Venus.

Saturn starts the month as part of a 
long line of three planets, with Jupiter 
in the middle, almost halfway between 
Saturn and Venus. But Venus overtakes 
Jupiter in their race eastward relative 
to the background stars and then starts 
closing the gap on Saturn. Venus is 12° 
lower right of Saturn on the last day of 
November. Saturn on November 1st sets 
4½ hours after the Sun but on Novem-
ber 30th about 222/3 hours. Saturn shines 
at magnitude +0.6 this month and its 
globe, less than 16″ wide after Novem-
ber 1st, is encircled by rings that span 
about 35″ to 36″ — and continue to be 
near their maximum tilt.

EVENING AND MOST 
OF NIGHT
Neptune and Uranus reach their high-
est in the evening, Neptune about 3 
hours before Uranus. Finder charts for 
these two planets are in the September 

issue, pages 48–49, and can also be 
accessed at https://is.gd/urnep.

PRE-DAWN AND DAWN
Mars rises not long before the start of 
morning astronomical twilight in early 
November but about 2½ hours before the 
Sun at month’s end. The magnitude-1.8 
planet is golden-orange. Compare it with 
magnitude-1.0 blue-white Spica that 
it passes less than 3° upper left of on 
November 8–12. Mars remains less than 
4″ wide in telescopes this month.

Mercury rockets up into the dawn 
sky away from its November 11th transit 

of the Sun. About a week after the 
transit, Mercury brightens by about half 
a magnitude each day and rises about 7 
minutes earlier each day. The rates then 
slow down rapidly; but by November 
28th, the day Mercury reaches greatest 
western elongation of 20° from the Sun, 
Mercury has brightened to magnitude 
–0.5 and rises 1¼ hours before the Sun.

MOON PASSAGES
The Moon is a waxing crescent 3° to 
4° lower right of Saturn on the evening 
of November 1st. The Moon is just past 
full phase on the evening of November 
13th when it’s less than 2° from Aldeb-
aran. The night of November 16–17, the 
waning gibbous Moon is some 5° or 6° 
lower right of Pollux. On the morning 
of November 20th, the thinning Moon 
is about 6° left or lower left of Regulus. 
The waning lunar crescent is about 3° 
to 4° left or upper left of Mars at dawn 
on November 24th. The slender sliver 
of the Moon is close to Mercury the 
next morning. Back in the twilight sky, 
a lineup of Venus, Jupiter, and a very 
low Moon is visible about 45 minutes 
after sunset on November 27th. The 
next night, the narrow slip of a Moon is 
about 1½° above Venus (with Jupiter to 
their lower right). On November 29th, 
the crescent Moon is very close, just a 
little more than 1°, lower left of Saturn.

¢ FRED SCHAAF has penned this col-
umn since 1993. 
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ORBITS OF THE PLANETS
The curved arrows show each planet’s movement during November. The outer planets don’t 
change position enough in a month to notice at this scale.
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